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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia 
Coiner’s Department 


November 22, 1888 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent 


Sir: 

I have the honor to state, that in order to test the practicability of re-cutting the diameter 
of excessive heavy silver dollars blanks to within the legal tolerance of weight, a series of 
experiments have been made with a hand press and punch prepared for the purpose, and the 
result of the trial showed a large proportion of the pieces operated upon inside the weight 
prescribe by law; and the balance of them reduced to adjusting limits. 

As this cutting press suggests itself as an auxiliary to the present appliances to increase 
the production of coin from the ingot, and in view of the results obtained from the experiments as 
above mentioned, it was thought that aa press on the principle of re-cutting might be perfected 
and arranged for different size punches, so as to reduce selected classes of heavy blanks to the 
required weight, and to further this object, I would respectfully recommend the purchase of a 
press for this work in the hope that the results on a power press working more rapidly will give 
as successful results as the hand press above referred to. 

In a communication relative to this subject from the Farrel Foundry and Machine Co. of 
Waterbury, Conn., they state that a press for this work, including the feet and one set of dies, 
with the fixtures, would cost probably $600. This would include some preliminary experimenting 
and freight paid to this city. 

Very respectfully, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

William S. Steele, 

Coiner 


